
 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1883  John Harrison set sail from London bound for a new life in 

Australia. He met Emily Wheare and they married in Forbes, NSW.  

This story covers their life and that of their children and 

grandchildren. It also includes information about the Harrisons as far 

back as the late 17 th  century.  

           Prepared by Ross Harrison and Sandra Miller ð February 2020  
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 INTRODUCTION 

In November 2016 I produced a booklet about our Harrison ancestors who lived in and around the 

Parish of Kildwick in West Yorkshire, England for hundreds of years. That was until one of them, my 

great grandfather, John Harrison, journeyed half way across the world to make a new life in Australia. 

The first edition of the Harrison story included a reasonable amount of information about my great 

grandparents and other ancestors. But I had very little knowledge about the siblings of my grandfather 

Norman Harrison. 

My cousins, Greg and John Harrison, contributed to that booklet in a significant way via historic 

documents left to them by my uncle Allan. 

Since that time, as a consequence of an Ancestry DNA test that I completed, I have been contacted by 

ǎŜŎƻƴŘ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴŜǿ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘΦ  L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴŜǿ ΨŎƻǳǎƛƴǎ,Ω ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ 

be possible to take the Australian history of our Harrison family to a new level.  

It would be fair to say that the new information that has been forthcoming about John and Emily and 

their descendants was way beyond my expectations.  

Although I have never met Sandra Miller, I have had irregular contact with her since 2002. Sandra is a 

great granddaughter of John Harrison (her grandmother was Dorothy Williams nee Harrison). There is 

no one in the world with more knowledge about our Harrisons than Sandra. She has detailed and 

meticulously kept records dating back to our 7th great grandparents who were born in the late 1600s. I 

was delighted when she agreed to co-author this booklet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

PHOTOS:  

Sandra Miller 

(far left) 

Ross Harrison 

with Jean Little, 

granddaughter 

of our great 

ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

business 

partner John 

Corscaden. 
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INTRODUCTION (continued) 

During the course of writing the story I visited the town of Forbes, NSW in September 2019 with my 

wife, Helen, who was attending a church camp. I was just tagging along and spent the Saturday 

afternoon at the Forbes Family History Group. One of the volunteers asked what I was researching and 

when I mentioned my great grandfather John Harrison, and his business partner John Corscaden, she 

suggested I meet with Jean Little the granddaughter of John Canning Corscaden.  Jean immediately 

informed me that I had pronounced her grandfŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ - it should, she said, be 

pronounced Cors-kay ςden ς I apologized and we then got on very well!   

That meeting, and subsequent email contact with Jean, triggered an avalanche of new information that 

is included in this booklet. Sandra and I would like to thank Jean very much for her wonderful help. She 

has gone to no end of trouble to assist us in what could be described as a tangled web of business 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ necessarily end all that well. 

This booklet has been prepared principally for the information of family members. However, we are 

very happy to share any information/photos/documents collected during the research process with 

anyone interested in pursuing the history of our branch of the Harrison family.  

Three other great grandchildren of John and Emily Harrison have provided photos and family 

information for this update. Christine Domigan is the granddaughter of Wilfred Henry Harrison. 

Christine lives in Maryland USA ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ [ŜŀƴƴŜΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ Also, Julie Mill another granddaughter 

of Wilfred who lives in Victoria. 

Rob Price is the grandson of Edna Price (nee Harrison). Rob lives on a large remote station in the far 

west of South Australia where they raise sheep and cattle and grow wheat. We greatly appreciate the 

contributions of Christine, Julie and Rob. 

²ƘŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀ ΨƘƻƳŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩ ƛǎ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ 

with ancestors. For example, in this document there is reference to 2nd great grandparents, 3rd great 

grandparents and so on. This relationship is with the home person - in this case the co-author Ross. 

Contact details for Ross :(02) 4234 1764    Mobile: 0414 594 530   

Email: rossallan.harrison@bigpond.com  

Sandra and I hope you enjoy the story. 

 

Ross Harrison 

February 2020 
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WHERE IT BEGAN 

Our branch of the Harrison family had its roots in the Parish of Kildwick, West Yorkshire up until the 

ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ΨŘƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ town (now city) of Bradford. 

Numerous small towns and villages make up the Kildwick Parish and generations of Harrisons farmed 

the land or worked in related agricultural pursuits such as blacksmithing. Sandra has prepared a map of 

the different villages where they lived.  
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WHERE IT BEGAN (continued) 

The town of Kildwick is 22kms from Bradford. 

To put these Yorkshire villages into perspective, London is a significant distance away (289kms) and 

Edinburgh in Scotland is only slightly further. The major centres in this part of northern England (apart 

from Bradford) are Leeds (25kms away) and Manchester (76kms). Liverpool is slightly further (116kms).  

In the late 1700s, to facilitate the transport of goods between Leeds and Bradford and other parts of 

England, a plan was developed to build a canal from Leeds to Liverpool on the coast. The canal flows 

ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ YƛƭŘǿƛŎƪΧƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅΗ 

The first stage of the canal (about 1770-1790) involved the rather bold construction of an aqueduct 

through the village so that vehicular traffic (such as it was) could travel unimpeded through Kildwick. 

Note the road going under the canal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kildwick is thought to have been named by conquering Vikings and other place names nearby are said 

ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘƭȅ άhƭŘ bƻǊǎŜέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 

¶ Kild describes the floodplain of the River Aire when flooded. In old Danish Kilde ƳŜŀƴǎ άǎǇǊƛƴƎέ 

and 

¶ Wick means a community settlement 

The history books document a raid on the Yorkshire region by Scots following the battle of 

Bannockburn in 1314. They ransacked Bingley and Bradford churches but spared Keighley and Kildwick 

churches because they were dedicated to St. Andrew, patron saint of Scotland.  

 

 

 
 



5 
 

WHERE IT BEGAN (continued) 

The enduring building in Kildwick is St Andrew Parish Church. St Andrew is historically significant and 

fragments of 9th century crosses have been excavated from its walls, evidence of the Anglo Saxon 

church built there before the Norman conquest. The church was replaced in the 12th century and again 

some two hundred years later. 

But the present day church was last rebuilt in 1539 and restored in 1873. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photo kindly provided by The Reverend Robin Figg, Parish of St. Andrew, Kildwick, Diocese of Leeds) 

In the next section there is a comprehensive listing of our distant ancestors. It illustrates just how 

important St. Andrew, Kildwick was to the Harrison families up until about 1820 when the focus 

switched to the church of St Peter in Bradford. There are some 40 references to St Andrew, Kildwick 

between 1670 and 1820 ς baptisms, weddings, burials ς then virtually none at all. 
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OUR DISTANT ANCESTORS 

Unless stated otherwise, all events occurred in Yorkshire, England.  
 

7th  Great Grandparents ð John & Ellen HARRISON (nee CHESTER) 
 
I. John HARRISON was baptized on 21 May 1671 in St Andrew, Kildwick.  
 
John HARRISON and Ellen CHESTER were married on 17 Jun 1691 in St Andrew. Ellen CHESTER was baptized on 
2 May 1669 in Kirkby Malham.  
 
John HARRISON and Ellen CHESTER had the following children: 
 

A. Anne HARRISON was born in Sutton and baptized on 8 May 1692 in St Andrew, Kildwick. She died aged 

70 in Glusburn and was buried on 9 Dec 1762 in St Andrew. 
 

Anne HARRISON and Brian DALE were married on 30 Jun 1712 in St Andrew. Brian DALE, son of Thomas 
DALE and Elizabeth ROBINSON, was born in 1686 in Glusburn. He died aged 81 in Glusburn and was buried 
on 23 Feb 1767 in St Andrew. 

 
B. Richard HARRISON ð 6th  Great Grandfather   
 
 

6th  Great Grandparents ð Richard & Mary HARRISON (nee PARKINSON) 
 
I. Richard HARRISON was born in Sutton and was baptized on 14 Jan 1694 in St Andrew, Kildwick. He died at 
the age of 71 in Glusburn and was buried on 5 Nov 1764 in St Andrew. 
 

Richard HARRISON and Mary PARKINSON were married on 27 Dec 1720 in St Andrew, Kildwick. Mary PARKINSON 
was buried on 10 Feb 1766 in St Andrew. 
 
Richard HARRISON and Mary PARKINSON had the following children: 
 

A. Mary HARRISON was baptized on 8 Oct 1721 in St Andrew. 
 

B. John HARRISON ð 5th  Great Grandfather  
 

C. Sarah HARRISON was born in Glusburn and baptized on 8 Jun 1735 in St Andrew, Kildwick. She died aged 
20 in Glusburn and was buried on 11 Aug 1755 in St Andrew. 

 
D. Richard HARRISON was born in Glusburn and baptized on 1 May 1737 in St Andrew, Kildwick. He died at 
the age of 16 and was buried on 10 May 1751 in St Andrew. 

 
 

5th  Great Grandparents  ð John & Sarah HARRISON (nee BAWDWEN) 
 
I. John HARRISON was born in Glusburn and baptized on 26 Jan 1724 in St Andrew, Kildwick. He died aged 59 
and was buried on 23 Dec 1783 in St Andrew. He was a blacksmith & yeoman.  
 
John HARRISON and Sarah BAWDWEN were married on 9 Jan 1759 in St Andrew, Kildwick. Sarah BAWDWEN, 
daughter of Peter BAWDWEN and Mary KNOWLES, was born in Steeton. She was baptized on 15 Apr 1739 in St 
Andrew. She died aged 30 and was buried on 7 Jul 1769 in St Andrew.  

 
John HARRISON and Sarah BAWDWEN had the following children: 
 

A. Sarah HARRISON was born in Glusburn and baptized on 17 Feb 1760 in St Andrew, Kildwick. She died 
aged 3 in Glusburn and was buried on 31 Oct 1763 in St Andrew. 
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5th  Great Grandparents  ð John & Sarah HARRISON (nee BAWDWEN) - continued  
 
 
B. Richard HARRISON was born in Glusburn and baptized on 19 Jul 1761 in St Andrew, Kildwick. He died       
aged 68 in Glusburn and was buried on 31 Jan 1829 in St Andrew. 

 
Richard HARRISON and Mary REDMAN were married on 17 Apr 1781 in St Andrew, Kildwick. Mary REDMAN, 
daughter of William and Jane REDMAN, was born in 1757 in Farnhill. She was baptized on 20 Oct 1757 in St 
Andrew, Kildwick. She died aged 78 in Glusburn and was buried on 3 Jun 1835 in St Andrew. 

 
C. Peter HARRISON ð 4th Great Grandfather  

 
D. Sarah HARRISON was born in Glusburn and baptized on 30 Mar 1766 in St Andrew, Kildwick. She died 
aged 37 in Cononley and was buried on 21 Sep 1803 in St Andrew, Kildwick.  

 
Sarah HARRISON and William WATSON were married on 9 Apr 1787 in St Andrew, Kildwick. William WATSON 

was a cotton factor.  
 

E. John HARRISON was born in Glusburn and baptized on 7 Jul 1769 in St Andrew, Kildwick.  He died aged 
24 in Glusburn and was buried on 7 Aug 1793 in St Andrew. He was a shoemaker. 

 
John HARRISON and Mary (Polly) SUMMERSCALE were married on 10 Nov 1790 in Keighley. Mary (Polly)  
SUMMERSCALE, daughter of William SUMMERSCALE and Mary RUSHWORTH, was born in 1771. She was 
baptized on 31 Mar 1771 in Keighley. She died aged 22 in Glusburn and was buried on 12 Jun 1793 in St 
Andrew, Kildwick.  

 
John HARRISON and Margaret HOUGHTON were married on 8 Aug 1771 in St Andrew, Kildwick.  
 
John HARRISON and Margaret HOUGHTON had the following children:  
 

F. Thomas HARRISON was baptized on 7 Jun 1772 in St Andrew, Kildwick.  
 

Thomas HARRISON and Alice STEEL were married on 6 Apr 1797 in St Andrew, Kildwick. 
 

G. Henry HARRISON was baptized on 15 May 1774 in St Andrew, Kildwick.  
 

H. Mary HARRISON was baptized on 19 May 1776 in St Andrew, Kildwick.  
 

I. Eleanor HARRISON was born on 15 Feb 1779 and baptized on 7 Mar 1779 in St Andrew, Kildwick.  
 
 

4th  Great Grandparents ð Peter &  Isabel HARRISON (nee Hargreaves) 
 
I. Peter HARRISON was born in Glusburn and baptized on 15 Apr 1764 in St Andrew, Kildwick. He died aged 28 
in Glusburn and was buried on 6 May 1792 in St Andrew, Kildwick.  
 
Peter HARRISON and Isabel HARGREAVES were married on 8 May 1787 in St Andrew, Kildwick. Isabel 
HARGREAVES, daughter of James HARGREAVES and Elizabeth STIRK, was born in Farnhill and baptized on 1 Jan 
1768 in St Andrew, Kildwick. She died of old age on 28 Dec 1841 at the age of 74 in Crosshills.  
 
Peter HARRISON and Isabel HARGREAVES had the following children: 
 

A. John HARRISON was born on 7 Mar 1788 in Glusburn and baptized in St Andrew, Kildwick. He died aged 
49 in Glusburn and was buried on 19 Dec 1837 in St Andrew. He was a cordwainer (shoemaker).  

 
John HARRISON and Elizabeth GREEN were married on 11 Oct 1816 in St Andrew, Kildwick. Elizabeth 
GREEN, daughter of Bernard and Sarah GREEN, was born on 21 Apr 1785 in Steeton. She died aged 81 in 
Bradford. Elizabeth was buried on 18 Apr 1866 in St Andrew, K ildwick. She was a laundress. 
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4th  Great Grandparents ð Peter & Isabel HARRISON (nee Hargreaves) - continued  
 
 
B. James HARRISON ð 3rd Great Grandfather  

 
C. Sarah HARRISON was born on 30 Nov 1792 in Glusburn and baptized in St Andrew, Kildwick . She died 
aged 77 in Farnhill and was buried on 2 Aug 1870 in St Andrew. 

 
Sarah HARRISON and Henry LAYCOCK were married on 31 Dec 1812 in St Andrew, Kildwick. Henry LAYCOCK 
was born on 19 Jan 1788 in Kildwick. He died aged 27 in Kildwick and was buried on  31 Aug 1815 in St 
Andrew. He was a woolcomber.  

 
Sarah HARRISON and Joseph WILCOCK were married on 25 Apr 1822 in St Andrew, Kildwick. Joseph 
WILCOCK, son of Joseph and Anne WILCOCK, was born on 29 Jun 1784 in Farnhill. He died aged 62 in 
Skipton and was buried on 22 Nov 1846 in St Andrew, Kildwick. He was a woolcomber.  

 

 
Isabel HARGREAVES and Edward SMITH (a widower and yeoman) were married on 11 May 1797 in St Andrew, 
Kildwick. Edward SMITH was born in 1743 and died on 20 Jul 1811 at the age of 68.  
 
Isabel HARGREAVES and Edward SMITH had the following children: 
 

D. Margaret SMITH was born on 3 Mar 1798.  
 

Margaret SMITH and John REDMAN were married on 23 Apr 1818 in St Andrew, Kildwick. John REDMAN was 
born on 25 Oct 1794 in Yorkshire. He was a woolcomber & farmer of 67ac.  

 
E. Mary SMITH was born on 4 Mar 1800. She died on 27 May 1809 at the age of 9 in Glusburn and was buried 
in St Andrew, Kildwick.  

 
F. Thomas SMITH was born on 23 Aug 1802 in Glusburn. He died aged 65 and was buried on 24 Aug 1867. He 
was a wool comber.  

 
G. Samuel SMITH was born on 24 May 1804 in Glusburn. 

 
 

3rd Great Grandparents ð James & Sarah HARRISON (nee THORNTON) 
 
I. James HARRISON was born on 1 Apr 1790 in Glusburn. He was baptized on 9 May 1790 in St Andrew, Kildwick. 
He died from old age debility on 15 Nov 1872 at the age of 82 at 44 Houghton Place, Bradford. James was 
buried on 20 Nov 1872 in Undercliffe Cemetery, Bradford. He was a wool stapler, manufacturer & merchant.  

 
James HARRISON and Sarah THORNTON were married on 25 Jun 1812 in St Andrew, Kildwick. Sarah 
THORNTON, daughter of William THORNTON, was born in 1791 in Leeds. She died from fits lasting 6 days on 12 
Aug 1870 at the age of 79 at 44 Houghton Place, Bradford. Sarah was buried on 16 Aug 1870 in Undercliffe 
Cemetery.  
 
James HARRISON and Sarah THORNTON had the following children: 
 

A. Elizabeth HARRISON was born on 9 Jul 1813 in Farnhill and baptized in Wesleyan Methodist, Icornshaw. 
She died on 4 Feb 1913 at the age of 99 in Harrogate. Elizabeth was burie d on 8 Feb 1913 in Holy Trinity, 
Dacre Banks. She was a dressmaker. 

 
Elizabeth HARRISON and John DIBB were married in 1841 in Bradford. John DIBB, son of Joseph and 
Elizabeth DIBB, was born on 16 Oct 1816 in Menwith Hill. He died on 22 May 1890 at the age of 73 at The 
Hollies, Summer Bridge, Dacre Banks. John was buried on 24 May 1890 in Holy Trinity, Dacre Banks. He was 
a wool stapler and merchant.  
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3rd Great Grandparents ð James & Sarah HARRISON (nee THORNTON) - continued  
 
 
B. Peter HARRISON was born on 19 May 1815 in Farnhill and baptized in Wesleyan Methodist, Icornshaw. He 
died on 2 May 1884 at the age of 68 in Bradford. Peter was a wool -stapler.  

 
Peter HARRISON and Sarah GOTT were married on 20 Feb 1839 in St Peter, Bradford. Sarah GOTT, daughter 
of John and Ann GOTT, was baptized on 20 May 1820 in St Peter. She died on 30 Nov 1883 in Bradford. 

 
C. Martha HARRISON was born on 4 Apr 1817 in Farnhill and baptized in Wesleyan Methodist, Icornshaw. 
She died on 11 Feb 1881 at the age of 63 in Templenewsam, Leeds. Martha was buried in Grove Road 
Cemetery, Harrogate.  

 
Martha HARRISON and Charles BROADBENT were married on 11 Jun 1851 in St Peter, Bradford. Charles 
BROADBENT, son of William BROADBENT and Mary Ann DYSON, was born in 1818 in Stainland. He was 
baptized on 31 May 1818 in St Mary, Elland. He died on 26 Apr 1912 at the age of 94 in Wetherby. Charles 

was buried in Grove Road Cemetery, Harrogate. He was a farmer.  
 

D. Joseph HARRISON ð 2nd Great Grandfather  
 

E. John HARRISON was born on 16 Jan 1821 in Ingrow and baptized in Eden Wesleyan, Keighley. He died on 
23 Jul 1845 at the age of 24 in Bradford.  

 
F. William HARRISON was born on 21 Oct 1822 in Bingley and baptized in Wesleyan, Bingley. He died in Feb 
1825 at the age of 2 in Bingley and was buried in All Saints, Bingley.  

 
G. William HARRISON was born on 14 Apr 1825 in Bingley. He died on 1 May 1916 at the age of 91 in 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire. William was a woolstapler & fellmonger.  

 
William HARRISON and Sarah Ann BROADBENT were married on 18 Oct 1853 in St John the Baptist, Halifax. 
Sarah Ann BROADBENT, daughter of William BROADBENT and Mary Ann DYSON, was born on 18 Jan 1828 in 
Stainland and baptized in St Mary, Elland. She died on 23 Dec 1906 at the age of 78 in Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire.  

 

H. James HARRISON was born on 24 Jun 1827 in Bingley and baptized in Wesleyan, Bingley. He died on 19 
May 1886 at the age of 58 in Bradford. James was a wool-stapler, buyer & merchant. He was buried in 
Undercliffe Cemetery, Bradford.  

 
James HARRISON and Mary Ann BERRY were married on 23 Sep 1857 in St Peter, Bradford. Mary Ann BERRY, 
daughter of Thomas and Ann BERRY, was born on 3 Jul 1835 in Bradford. She was baptized in 1836 in Sion 
Chapel, Bradford. She died on 2 Apr 1910 at the age of 7 4 in Bradford.  

 
I. Jane HARRISON was born on 29 Jun 1829 in Bingley and baptized in Wesleyan, Bingley. She died on 18 
Jan 1899 at the age of 69 at Lakeview Villas, Bowness on Windemere, Westmorland.  

 
Jane HARRISON and William BLAMIRES were married on 20 Nov 1860 in St Peter, Bradford. William 
BLAMIRES, son of John BLAMIRES and Sarah SUGDEN, was born in 1836 in Northowram. He was baptized in 
the Parish Church, Horton, Bradford. He died aged 49 at Aireville Terrace, Frizinghall and was buried on 22 
Oct 1885 in Undercliffe Cemetery, Bradford. He was a woolstapler and soft soap manufacturer.  

 
Jane HARRISON and John HOLLAND were married on 29 Feb 1888 in Holy Trinity, Poulton-le-Sands, 

Lancashire. John HOLLAND, son of George HOLLAND and Alice WELLS, was born in 1829 in Farnsfield, 
Nottinghamshire. He died on 11 Nov 1900 at the age of 71 in Lakeview Villas, Bowness on Windemere, 
Westmorland. 

 
J. Richard HARRISON was born on 15 Jan 1832 in Bingley and baptized in Wesleyan, Bingley. He died on 19 
Mar 1907 at the age of 75 in Eccles, Lancashire. Richard was a wool-stapler.  
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3rd Great Grandparents ð James & Sarah HARRISON (nee THORNTON) - continued  
 
Richard HARRISON and Eliza TOWNSEND were married on 31 Aug 1882 in the Parish Church, Eccles, 
Lancashire. Eliza TOWNSEND, daughter of John and Sarah TOWNSEND, was born in Manchester, Lancashire 
and baptized on 28 Jun 1824 in Manchester Cathedral. She died on 10 Nov 1902 at the age of 78 in Eccles. 
Eliza was a school principal.  

 
Richard HARRISON and Annie Matilda GRANT were married in 1907 in Barton On Irwell, Lancashire. Annie 
Matilda GRANT was born in 1852 in Hackney, London. She died on 13 Apr 1917 at the age of 65 in Brighton, 
East Sussex. She was a governess and housekeeper. 

 
 

2nd Great Grandparents ð Joseph & Jane HARRISON (nee COWGILL) 
 
I. Joseph HARRISON was born on 1 Mar 1819 in Ingrow. He was baptized on 30 Apr 1819 in Eden Wesleyan, 
Keighley. He died from congestion of the brain on 9 Mar 1873 at the age of 54  at 21 Hallfield St, Bradford. 
Joseph was buried on 12 Mar 1873 in Undercliffe Cemetery, Bradford. He was a wool stapler.  
 
Joseph HARRISON and Jane COWGILL were married on 26 Apr 1856 in All Saints, Bingley. Jane COWGILL, 
daughter of John COWGILL and Sarah Ann BOOTH, was born on 19 Mar 1835 in Hill Top, Wilsden. She was 
baptized on 12 Jul 1835 in All Saints, Bingley. She died from acute bronchitis on 15 Dec 1903 at the age of 68 at 
18 Clarendon Rd, Eccles, Lancashire, England. Jane was buried on 18 Dec 1903 in Undercliffe Cemetery, 
Bradford.  

 
Joseph HARRISON and Jane COWGILL had the following children: 
 

A. Thornton HARRISON was born on 3 Dec 1856 in Bradford and baptized in St Peter, Bradford. He died on 
7 Jul 1934 at the age of 77 in Lidget Green, Bradford . Thornton was a woolstapler, bell founder and 
manager of Engineers Ltd in Bradford. He was buried in Undercliffe Cemetery.  

 
Thornton HARRISON and Annie ELSWORTH were married on 13 Sep 1882 in St Peter, Bradford. Annie 
ELSWORTH, daughter of John ELSWORTH and Eliza JARRATT, was born on 10 May 1854 in Bowling, 
Bradford. She died on 22 Jan 1943 at the age of 88 in Bradford and was buried in Undercliffe Cemetery.  

 
B. Jessie HARRISON was born on 7 Sep 1858 in Bradford and was baptized in St Peter, Bradford. She died 
on 21 Jul 1936 at the age of 77 in Newport, Monmouthshire, Wales.  

 
Jessie HARRISON and Thomas Arthur FISHER were married on 7 Jul 1886 in St John the Evangelist, Baildon. 
Thomas Arthur FISHER was born in 1860 in Louth, Lin colnshire. He died on 14 Jul 1920 at the age of 60 in 
Newport, Monmouthshire, Wales. He was a grocer, commission agent and a sales rep for washing powder.  

 

C. John HARRISON ð Great Grandfather  
 

D. Janet HARRISON was born on 17 Jun 1863 in Bradford and baptized in St Peter. She died from cardiac 
failure and senility on 22 Nov 1957 at the age of 94 in St Michael's Hospital, Lichfield, Staffordshire.  

 
E. Minnie HARRISON was born on 18 May 1866 in Bradford and was baptized in St Peter. She died in 
December 1866 in Bradford. 

 
F. Minnie HARRISON was born on 31 May 1868 in Bradford and baptized in St Peter, Bradford. She died on 
20 Jan 1930 at the age of 61 in Worcester, Worcestershire.  

 
Minnie HARRISON and Benjamin HOLLOWAY, a widower, were married in 1898 in Wharfedale. Benjamin 
HOLLOWAY, son of Benjamin HOLLOWAY and Elizabeth Ann MORRIS, was born in 1860 in Avenbury, 
Herefordshire. He died on 15 Dec 1940 at the age of 80 in Worcester. He was a bank manager.  
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BRADFORD 

In 1801 Bradford was a rural market town of 6,393 people where wool spinning and cloth weaving was 

carried out in local cottages and farms. Bradford was thus not much bigger than Keighley (5,745). 

The name Bradford is derived from the Old English brad and ford, the broad ford which referred to a 

river crossing of what is known as the Bradford Beck at Church Bank below the site of Bradford 

/ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΣ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƎǊŜǿ ƛƴ {ŀȄƻƴ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ.ǊŀŘŜŦƻǊŘΩ ƛƴ млусΦ 

Bradford rose to prominence during the 19th century as an international centre of textile manufacture, 

particularly wool. It was a boomtown of the Industrial Revolution and rapidly became the wool capital 

of the world. 

Our branch of the family made their way to live in Bradford to pursue opportunities in the burgeoning 

wool trade as wool staplers (or wool brokers as the name is known in Australia).  

The Wool Exchange Building in Bradford is a grade 1- listed building built between 1864 and 1867 as a 

wool-trading centre. The grandeur of its Gothic Revival architecture is symbolic of the wealth and 

importance that wool brought to Bradford. (Today the building mainly houses a bookshop with cafe) 

The trading on the Exchange was by verbal contract only, each party keeping a separate note of price, 

quantity and delivery date. Members only were allowed on the trading floor. To be a member ς Ψǘƻ 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘƛŎƪŜǘΩ ς was a social distinction in the old wool-trading town of Bradford. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos of the Wool Exchange 

Building in Bradford. 
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SPEAK AND HARRISON - WOOL INDUSTRY PIONEERS  

The transition to Bradford happened during the life of my 3rd great grandfather, James Harrison. He 

was baptized in Kildwick and buried in Bradford.   

James Harrison was the first Harrison to become involved in the wool industry and over the next 50 

years or so about 10 Harrisons, or members of their extended family, (sons in law, brothers-in-law etc) 

earned their living from the wool industry. James, who was living at the town of Ingrow 17kms from 

Bradford started his working life as a woolcomber. In 1819, or thereabouts, James who was then age 

29 or 30 went into business with one Joseph Speak. They became Ƨƻƛƴǘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ Ψ{ǇŜŀƪ ŀƴŘ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩ 

Worsted Spinners based in Ingrow. The difference between Woolen and Worsted is explained below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The business only survived for three years. There is a suggestion that things happened that were 

outside of the control of Messrs. Speak and Harrison. (More about this on the next page).There is no 

question that this was a very painful experience for both proprietors. 

As the advertisement below ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ΨSpeak and Harrison AffairsΩ explains (Leeds Mercury ς 31st 

August 1822), the owners were required to assign the whole of their estate to their creditors. 
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SPEAK AND HARRISON - WOOL INDUSTRY PIONEERS (continued) 

The Post Napoleonic Depression 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just to complete the Speak and Harrison business venture, for 24 years after it failed Joseph Speak 

harbored feelings of guilt about not fully paying his debts. The story below carried in the Bradford 

Observer in 31st October 1850 says volumes about the integrity of Joseph Speak and James Harrison. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just as Joseph Speak and James Harrison were starting their 

new business a major depression hit Europe and England. 

The figures in the table show the impact on the worth of 

£100 pound. In 1820 deflation was 9%; in 1821 - 12% and 

1822 - 14%. 

Consumer confidŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƘŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

money to spend on quality worsted products. Things 

remained that way for many years finally turning the corner 

in 1824. 

RAPID DEFLATION IN ENGLAND 

¶ £100 in 1818 

¶ £100.25 in 1819 

¶ £97.73 in 1820 

¶ £88.72 in 1821 

¶ £77.90 in 1822 

¶ £67.60 in 1823 

¶ £72.39 in 1824 
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JAMES HARRISON AND SONS 

After the collapse of Speak and Harrison, James dusted himself off and when he was in his early 40s 

established James Harrison and Sons. This business being Woolstaplers ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ  Ψa person 

ǿƘƻ ōǳȅǎ ǿƻƻƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊΣ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭƭǎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΦΩ 

The next 40 years were halcyon days for the wool industry and for James personally. In his early 50s he 

was living on Manor Row at Bradford and at age 82 he retired. When he left the business in February 

1872 his son James took the opportunity to leave also. 

James (senior) ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƴƛƴŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŀŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ 

of 1872. 

His estate was valued at just under £7ΣлллΦ Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ in England the equivalent value would be 

in the order of £800,000. 

 Joseph, my second great grandfather passed away only four months after his father in March 1873 

ŦǊƻƳ ΨŎƻƴƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƛƴΩ. ( According to one source ά¢he notion ƻŦ ΨŎŜǊŜōǊŀƭ ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘƛƻƴΩ ŦŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ 

oblivion when an accurate method for bedside determination of blood pressure became available 

ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǳǊƻƭƻƎƛŎ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀǊǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƘȅǇŜǊǘŜƴǎƛƻƴέΦ)  He was 

just 54. 

By March 1873 both James (Senior) and Joseph were now deceased. And James Junior had already left 

to go into business on his own.  

It was time to review James Harrison and Sons partnership agreement. The remaining partners were 

WŀƳŜǎΩ three sons Peter, William and Richard and their brother-in-law John Dibb who married Elizabeth 

Harrison.  John Dibb, who was now in his late 50s decided to leave the business but the three Harrison 

brothers were for continuing. 

In the meantime, WŀƳŜǎ WǳƴƛƻǊΩǎ ŦƻǊŀȅ ƛƴǘƻ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

was wound up in April 1874 just two years after starting.  His financial position had deteriorated badly 

and he had assets of £4,500 against debts of £12,500.  

History had repeated itself and James Junior was also experiencing events not of his own making. The 

economy had again turned toxic. 

1873 was a period described as The Panic. A major economic reversal began in Europe and reached the 

United States in the fall of 1873. This lead to the failure of Jay Cooke and Company, the country's pre-

eminent investment banking concern based in Philadelphia. This one event then spiralled out of 

control; credit dried up, foreclosures were common and banks failed. 

In England this initial Panic event morphed into what became known as the Long Depression which 
continued from 1873 to 1896 and some texts refer to this period as the Great Depression of 1873ς
1896.  
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JAMES HARRISON AND SONS (continued) 

Maybe as a consequence of the longevity of the business, James Harrison and Sons, survived, but 

ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘΣ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ муунΦ 

Not only did they have to contend with the ongoing depression but the Midland Railway compulsorily 

acquired land which impacted on their warehouses at Bermondsey, Bradford. Two years after this 

event they were still arguing with authorities about compensation. 

The Bradford Observer carried an advertisement on 19 June 1882 indicating that James Harrison and 

Sons entire stock at their warehouse at 18 Bermondsey was being offered for sale. 

Soon after the Worcester Chronicle recorded that the partnership of James Harrison and Sons, Bradford 

and Bromsgrove, Woolstaplers and Fellmongers, had been dissolved. 

 

JOSEPH AND JANE HARRISON ς 2nd GREAT GRANDPARENTS 

Joseph married Jane Cowgill in April 1856 when he was 37 years old. Jane was born in Wilsden near 

Bingley on 19 March 1835. 

Three years before marrying Joseph, Jane had an illegitimate child whom she named Fanny. She was 

born on 13 August 1853.  

WŀƴŜΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōǳǘŎƘŜǊ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ life ς ƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ ƛǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƘŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ 

[ƛŎŜƴǎŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŀŘŜǎƳŀƴΩǎ !ǊƳǎ IƻǘŜƭ ƛƴ Cullingworth around the time that Fanny was born. It is 

thought that Fanny lived with her Grandmother Sarah until she was about 16. She then went to live 

with Jane until such stage as she herself was married.  
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JOSEPH AND JANE HARRISON ς 2nd GREAT GRANDPARENTS (continued) 

Joseph and Jane had six children all born at Bradford. 

¶ Thornton ς 1856                       

¶ Jessie ς 1858  

¶ John ς 1860  (great grandfather) 

¶ Janet ς 1863 

¶ Minnie ς 1866 (Died 1866) 

¶ Minnie ς 1868 

All of Joseph ŀƴŘ WŀƴŜΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊed at St Peter, Bradford. Today it is known as Bradford 

Cathedral.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandra Miller took this photo during one of her visits to Bradford 
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JOSEPH AND JANE HARRISON ς 2nd GREAT GRANDPARENTS (continued) 

Great grandfather John was born at the family home on Hallfield Street (also known as Hallfield Place), 

Bradford on 31 October 1860 as his birth certificate shows. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WƻƘƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ǳƴǘƛƭ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŜŘ (9 March 1873) when he was a 12 year old. Jane 

was left to cope with five children between the ages of 5 and 16. Her daughter Fanny also joined the 

ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŘƛŜŘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ £пΣллл ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƳƻƴŜȅ 

would be slightly less than half a million pouƴŘǎΦ {ƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ 

Six years later in October 1879 Jane, then aged 44, married Charles Henry Taylor at St Peter Bradford. 

/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ муплΦ ¢ƘŜ муум ŎŜƴǎǳǎ Ƙŀǎ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎΩ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ΨLƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ .ǊƻƪŜǊΩ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōȅ 

ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀ ΨƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƳŀǊƛƴŜǊΩ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ reportedly being a ship owner in Newcastle, England.  
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CLOSURE OF JAMES HARRISON AND SONS 

At the time of the census in 1881 ¢ƘƻǊƴǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ όŀƎŜŘ нп ŀƴŘ нл ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅύ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ Ψ²ƻƻƭ 

ǎǘŀǇƭŜǊǎΩ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƴŎƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƻƭŘ ŦƛǊƳ James Harrison and Sons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But come 1882 the curtain was drawn down on the wool broking business ς James Harrison and Sons 

was no more. Thornton and John were effectively out of work. 

GREAT GRANDFATHER JOHN HARRISON  

WƻƘƴΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ƘƻǊƴǘƻƴ ǘƻƻƪ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ муфм ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

involved in an enterprise making church and musical bells. Records show that in 1911 he was manager 

and partner in a firm of engineers making steam engine governors. 

But John must have been weighing up his future: 

¶ The British economy was in an awful state 

¶ His father was now dead and all five of his uncles involved in the wool trade had either retired 

or were pursuing other interests. The only family member still involved was his Auntie 

9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǎƛƴΣ WƻƘƴ 5ƛōōΦ 

¶  John now had a stepfather who ruled the roost and the family home had been acquired by the 

Midland Railway and demolition was imminent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WƻǎŜǇƘ ŀƴŘ WŀƴŜΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘƻƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ 

Hallfield Place. In 1876 it was 

compulsorily acquired by Midland 

Railway  to expand its operations. 

The company warehouse in 

Bermondsey, quite close to the name 

ΨaL5 w!L[²!Ω όǎŜŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƻǇ ǊƛƎƘǘύ ǿŀǎ 

similarly affected. 
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GREAT GRANDFATHER JOHN HARRISON (continued) 

Jane died about 20 years later on 15 December 1903 at her brother-in-law Richard IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ 

Eccles, near Manchester, and was buried with Joseph.  Their gravestone also remembers their baby 

daughter, Minnie, who died at seven months. Thornton (their eldest child) and his wife Annie are 

recorded as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1856, the established colonies of Tasmania, New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia became 

self-governing, followed by Queensland in 1859. Once that had happened the independent colonies 

started to compete fiercely for immigrants. 

As Australia was a British colony, immigrants were very deliberately sourced from the British Isles in an 

apparent effort to keep the population as racially and culturally British as possible. 

As far as immigration to Australia was concerned, the two game changers were the opening of the Suez 

Canal in 1869 and the change from sailing ships to steam engines. Both of these developments had a 

significant impact on travel time from Britain to Australia. 

If young John, age 22, was contemplating travel to another land, he was spoilt for choice. The United 

States, Canada, New Zealand and Australia were all touting for potential new settlers with ships leaving 

from a number of ports. 
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GREAT GRANDFATHER JOHN HARRISON (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As distinct from Britain, Australia was booming in the 1880s and the population grew from 2.2 million 

in 1880 to 3.1 million in 1890. An increase of 40% in just a decade and John Harrison was one of that 

number. 

I am not convinced that, at the time John made the booking to travel oƴ ǘƘŜ ΨhǊƛŜƴǘΩ, departing London 

in July 1883, he had in mind ŜƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ όōǳǘ 

ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǿŜŀƭǘƘύΤ ƻǊ ƳŀȅōŜ ƘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƻŦ 

luxury by travelling 2nd Saloon Class.  Or perhaps he thought this was an exploratory trip to see what 

Australia had to offer.  
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GREAT GRANDFATHER JOHN HARRISON (continued) 

Before he left Bradford to board the ship in London, John went to the Bridges Photographic Studio 

όǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴΗύ ǎƻ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ Ƙƛs photo with her as he travelled to the other 

side of the world. 
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GREAT GRANDFATHER JOHN HARRISON (continued) 

John departed London on 6 July 1883 and arrived in Sydney on 1 September a journey time of 52 or 53 

days. The combination of the Suez Canal opening in 1869 and the advent of steam engines certainly 

reduced travel time on this route. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!ōƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨhǊƛŜƴǘΩ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ  When John travelled 

to Sydney in 1883 it was relatively new having been built in 1879 and its overall appearance was quite 

different.  

Initially it had two squat funnels and four masts, which allowed her to use sail to reduce coal 

consumption. It also provided security against machinery problems in the days before marine radio.  

In муфу ǘƘŜ ΨhǊƛŜƴǘΩ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ Ƴŀǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǘŀƭƭ ŦǳƴƴŜƭΦ IŜǊ ǎǇŜŜŘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ 

from 14 knots to 16 and her appearance made more contemporary. 

BURTHENΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǘƻƴƴŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƘƛǇ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘǳƴǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƘƻƭŘǎΗΗΩ 
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GREAT GRANDFATHER JOHN HARRISON (continued) 

SYDNEY TOWN ς 1883 

These are the scenes that would have greeted John when he stepped ashore in Sydney on Saturday 1 

September 1883. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both of these old photos were taken in the area known as Dawes Point ς which extended from what is 

Circular Quay to the southern part of The Rocks as it is known today. In the bottom photo Fort Denison 

which opened in 1857 can be seen in the distance. 
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GREAT GRANDFATHER JOHN HARRISON (continued) 

What did John do when he disembarked the ship? The answer iǎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǳǊ year 

gap in our knowledge. What we do know is that he had the cheque (shown below) with him for 

£STG400. The equivalent value today would be in the order of A$350,000.  

The other unknown is where he met his future wife Emily Augusta Wheare. Did he meet her in Sydney, 

Forbes or elsewhere? 

 

Presumably John was considering ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǿƻƻƭ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ άshifted 

ŘŜŎƛǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ муул ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ мфолǎέΦ όThe Relocation of the Market for Australian Wool ς 

1880 by Simon Ville) 

hǾŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ WƻƘƴ /ŀƴƴƛƴƎ /ƻǊǎŎŀŘŜƴ, 

WƻƘƴ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΦ /ƻǊǎŎŀŘŜƴΩǎ granddaughter speculated that they may have 

ƳŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

evident that they would have known each other for quite some time before they opened a joint bank 

account on 14 April 1888 in Forbes. 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ /ƻǊǎŎŀŘŜƴΦ .ǳǘ /ƻǊǎŎŀŘŜƴΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 

owner of ships in Ireland and, apparently, was able to arrange carriage of family members on any 

ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŀǎ ΨǎǳǇŜǊŎŀǊƎƻΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎΦ It is 

understood that John Corscaden came to Australia in 1883 but he had visited earlier in 1879 to check 

out the opportunities. 

It is also curious that when John Corscaden arrived in Australia he went to live on a property at Brolgan 

(or perhaps on the Brolgan Road) which is relatively close to Parkes and only 12 miles from Forbes. 
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On 13 January 1888 John Harrison met with the Forbes based solicitors Black, Lister and Co. to finalise 

the purchase agreement of ΨǎƛȄǘŜŜƴ ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜŀōƻǳǘǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƻǊōŜǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ŀŎƘƭŀƴ 

River and having a frontage to that river and known as the OƭŘ ¢ŀƴƴŜǊȅΩΦ 

That land purchase was the first of a great many land purchases and sales over the next 15 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


