100 years of history viewed through the log books of
Kildwick School (1872 – 1971)
During the summer term of 1997 Kildwick School held an open day to celebrate the building of a
new classroom. The celebrations included an exhibition of old photographs of the school and
selected items from the school’s log book. This material now forms part of the History Group’s
archive.
The school log book entries provide an interesting view of the history of the village, reflecting the
concerns of the teachers and pupils.

1872 – Trouble at Junction Mill ?
Compulsory full-time education between the ages of 5 and 15 came into effect with the 1944
Education Act. Prior to that it was not unusual for children to attend school on a part-time or halftime basis. When not at school, children would be expected to work, either on farms or in industry.
It appears from the logs that in 1872 Junction Mill was idle for some time in September and that, at
that time, children of mill workers who would normally attend school on a part-time basis were
absent. Some of them made up the time lost by attending full-time for a while afterwards.

Could it be that while the mill was idle the children were employed cleaning the machinery ?

It does seem that there was a strong connection between mill work and part-time schooling. The
following log entry (also from 1872) illustrates how a child might have to change their place of
employment and, consequently, have to change school.

1892 – A new classroom

Remarkably, our archive includes a photograph (one of our very earliest) of the classroom being
built. It’s not very good quality, but here it is – enhanced as far as we possibly can.

1899 – Typhoid epidemic closes the school
In late 1898 and early 1899 a serious outbreak of typhoid struck Kildwick, leaving 10 people dead
and a further 40, many of them pupils at the school, hospitalised. One of the sources of infection
was traced to the water trough adjacent to the school gates, shown in the photograph below, and it
is likely that this is how many of the children became infected.

On January 22nd 1899 Ascough Rodwell, the surveyor for Skipton council, disconnected the water
supply to the village; and the following day the Medical Officer of Health ordered the school to be
closed.

From the log book it can be seen that the school did not re-open until April 10th, by which time the
epidemic had passed but, perhaps unsurprisingly, not all the parents were keen to let their children
return immediately.
Note: There is a series of articles on the Kildwick typhoid epidemic on our website.

1901 – Death of Queen Victoria
On the evening of 22nd January 1901 Queen Victoria died after a reign of 63 years, seven months and
two days.

This event was recorded in a black-edged entry in the school log the following day.

1904 – A sad accident
From the log entry for September 1904.

1918 – A glimpse of war
It must have been an exciting morning when a pair of airships passed over the school.

The photograph shows Royal Naval airship SSZ50 which, together with its sister ship, SSZ51, overflew
Farnhill and Kildwick in March 1918.
Note: There is a short piece about the appearance of these and a much more famous airship over
Farnhill and Kildwick on our website.

1918 – Armistice Day

Norman Green, who lived in Farnhill, was 12 in 1918 and in his last year at Kildwick school. Written
in 1970, here are his recollections of Armistice Day, November 11th 1918:
The Armistice was a tremendous relief to everyone after all the losses and near starvation for
over 4 years and I was still at school. The signing was expected at 11:00am on November 11th
1918 and just before 11:00 I was dispatched by the Headmaster to a Coal Merchant’s office
about a quarter mile away to await a telephone message. After receiving a message that the
Armistice had been signed I ran back to school with the news but long before I got back all the
factory hooters in Farnhill, Junction and Sutton were blowing, so my journey was an anticlimax.
The factories blew their whistles (steam) so long that there was not enough steam left to run the
mill and they were closed down for the day and all the schools closed too.

Here’s the school log entry for that day.

1920 – A gift of land
The field opposite was gifted to the school for use as a girls’ play area and recreation ground by
Colonel Wilson, the owner of the Kildwick Estate.

The field would later become known as the Peggy Wilson Playing field, in memory of Col. Wilson’s
daughter Margaret who died, aged 18, in 1912.

1939 – Outbreak of WWII
In September 1939 the school was preparing for the anticipated arrival of evacuees.

In the event, no mass evacuation happened although some families did come to Farnhill and
Kildwick later.

Note: There is an article about WWII evacuees and POWs in Farnhill and Kildwick on our website.
Arrangements were also made for air-raid protection. They don’t sound as if they would have been
very effective.

1946 – A rocky start for a new Head Mistress
Margaret Watson started as head mistress in November 1945, taking over from the well-regarded
Edgar Auty. Almost a year later the school was inspected and the Inspector’s report suggests that
things were less than happy at the school. Here is the first page of his report.

Margaret Watson remained as head mistress until 1953.

1959 – A headmaster makes a sad farewell
We have only one log entry from the time that Gordon Bottomley was headmaster – it’s a rather sad
farewell.

1971 – Decimal currency
Decimal currency replaced the old pounds, shillings and pence on 15th February 1971.

The new coins, shown above, included a ½-penny, penny, two-pence, five-pence (replacing the old
shilling piece), and ten-pence (replacing the old florin).

1971 – A trip to the cinema
It must have been a big event: a major movie picture, filmed in Keighley, being shown at a cinema in
Keighley. Kildwick school organised a trip.

The image above shows the poster for the Keighley premiere of the movie, Sunday December 27th
1970 and the following week. It must have returned a few months later.

What next – can you help ?
Do you have any photographs or stories about Kildwick and Farnhill that you would be willing to
share with us ?
If so, please contact us by email to history@farnhill.co.uk. Alternatively, why not come along to one
of our monthly meetings – details on the website.

