HMS Kildwick z A village at sea

Farnhill hasad, in the pasta couple of nauticallusions the Ship Inn and The Harba(tine original
name of The Arbougome to mind. But these are to do with the building of the canal.

Kildwick went one better. had its own Royal Navy fighting ship: HMS KildwliicKact, there were
two !

HMS Kildwick (1) z WW1 Anti-submarine gunboat

The first HMS Kildwick was built in 1918 by Cochrane Shipbuilders of. Selvgs one ofhe
a Y-tldss vessels, designed to counter the impact that Germaooldts were having on British

shipping.

All of theseshipswere, supposedly, named after Scottish and Irish towns and villagesquitehow
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Figure 1: The firstHMS KildwicE A y  ccdmiodfldgé. S ¢

TheKIL-class vesselsere doubleended and painted in DazZleamouflage. This made it difficult
for the U-boat crews to determine which way the ships were travelling and how far away they were
without exposing their periscopes for an extended period, making them vulneraigack.

They vere equipped with recentlgeveloped hydrophones, depth charges, and @athmarine
guns. Their effectivenesshowever,is unclearintroducedtowards theend of the warwhen the U
boat threat was beginning to subsidmly 38 ofthe planned 85/essels wre built before the
Armistice andorders forthe final 30 were cancellealtogether.

After the war the ships, including some arriving straight from the shipyards, were laidduater
put up for sale In February 1920 alone, &8l-class vessels wesmld to two civilian owners for
conversion to cargo vessels. The fate of the first HMS Kildwick is not known.



HMS Kildwick (2) z WW2 Convoy-escort vessel
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USS PCE 832

USS Patrol Craft Escort 832 was built by the Pullman Standard Car Company of Chicagd, Illinois.
was ordered by the US government on May' 1842; laid down on Februany"3943; launched on
10" July 1943; and commissioned into the US Navy qteSeber 27" 19432

In two years, Pullman built 34 PCa&lsto a similar desigri,80 feet long anaveighing850 tons. The
boats were built in 4@on blocks, the blocks being assembled in a fabrication shop ofi Stréet
and moved to the boatyard at Lake Calmut on gondola Tars.

Allthe PCEs were fagpbowered by an 800hp GE diesel engine, generating 18 knodsloeuvrable
lightly armed and equipped with depttharges for antsubmarine walare.

HMS Kildwick

PCE 832 was immediately transferred, along witlother PCEsto the Royal Navy under the WWII
leaselend arrangement. Thesékhips formed the Kitlass of convoy escort vessgls.

1 HMS Kilbirnie 1 HMS Kilbride I HMSKilchattan
1 HMS Kilchrenan 1 HMS Kildary T HMS Kildwick
T HMS Kilham T HMS Kilhampton T HMS Kilkenzie
1 HMS Kilmalcolm 1 HMS Kilmarnock T HMS Kilmartin
1 HMS Kilmelford T HMS Kilmington T HMS Kilmore

Figure 2: AWW2KIDf  aa @SaasSt o ¢ KA & HM5 KilbimigundeAits ®igifalO1 Qa & A &G SN
designation, USS BE[)Z—Z.
Between February"5and December 1771944, HMS Kildwick provided escort support for 13

convoys betweenFreetown Gierra Leongand theUK and on the FreetownTakoradi (Ghana)
Lagos (Nigeria)est Africartriangular route*2



It was on one of thestriangularvoyages that HMS Kildwick carried @stmost important action of
the war.

On 28" February 1944, convoy STL012 came under attack frorémman Woat U66. The
5300+ton Britishmerchant ship SS Silvermaple wwagpedoed andsunk about 130 nautical miles
west of Takoradi The master, five crew members ande gunner were lo$t47 crew members,
nine gunners and one passenger were picked upllds Kildwick, under the commandLldf Peter
Pannell RNVRnd landed at Takoradi on the following ddy.

Figure 2: HMS Silvermaple. The ship was torpedoed dhmruary 1944 with the loss of seven lives.

It seems unlikely that anyone in the village was aware of HMS Kildwick until th@icar{ G ® ! Y RNE &
Churchdrew attention toit in the parish magazine. Details were later publisheiddighley New?s:
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A couple of weeks later, the Keighley News repoffed:

Garth E. G. Robinson, a former member of th&Kipton troop of Boy Scouts, who is in the navy,
has written to the leaders of the Kildwick and Farnhill Boy Scouts to say that he has been aboard
HMS Kildwick. He suggests that the Kildwick and Farnhill scouts should adopt the vessel to the
extent of cdlecting books and periodicals for the crew.

In June 1945, just after EDay, the Craven Herald reported on an exchange of letters between the
vicar and the captain of the shib

The Rev. A.T. Walkden, Vicar of Kildwickrbesived a letter from the commanding officer of
la{ YAfRgGAO|X Fft2y3a gAGK I LIK2G23aNI LK 27F
O2YYA&aaA2YSR Ay {SLISYOGSNI mpno FyR aAyOS i
nowonourwaytotheUniR YAY3IR2Y F2NJ GKS FANRG GAYS Ay (K¢
2OSN) S OK 2GKSNJ gAiK SEOAGSYSyiléez &alea i

F2NJ F NRPdzy R (62 &SINBX yR INB FyEA2dzAa G2 a8$ i

Thesecond a{ YAf RgdsOkrQa 41 NJ &



MS Sunnfjord

After the war HMS Kildwick was returned to the US Navy. No longer required for escort duty, the
vessel was struck from the naval record in 1947 and sold to the Fager Lines of Y or@mpppear
to have immeditely sold it on toFylkesbaatanénown as FSH) New JerseyNorway)™.

In 194%the vessel underwent a major refit axar andpassenger ferrat the Haugesund
Mechanical Workshop A8n the west coast of NorwayThenyenamedasMS Sunnfjord, it went
into service between Bergen adddalstanger®

Figure 3 MS Sunnfjord

The conversiomwas so successful that the FSF bowagit converteda sister shipHMS Kilhamtkie
former PCEB33), the following yeat.
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Figure 4 MS Sunnfjord (the former HMS Kildwick) with its sister ship B&ndjord (the former HMS
Kilham)=

TheSunnfjord had capacity for 738 passengers with berths for 138.-ddiglity leatherseating was
used in all the loungés



Figure 5 One of the lounges othe MS Sunnfjord

During the following years th8unnfjordsuffered a number of mishaps, including both groundings
and collisiongnd, in1974 it suffereda major engine failuravhich was so bad that the vessel did
not return toregular service agairiThe ship was laid upermanentlyat Florvag, andubsequently
usedas a soure of spare parts for its sistship,MSSogndord. 221

In 1978 the ship was sold to Finland (or possibly the ferry company wadaiidiny event the
vessel itself was not moved) and it was renamed Sunnfjard II

It was sold again in @ber 1983 to the companiris ScarAS ofOslo, who intended converting the
ship for use as a floating offiggbut it was not to be.On October 2%' 1983, whilst being towed
around the coast from Bergen to Oslo, Sunnfjord I, the former HMS Kildwidiorther PCEB32,
started to takeon water; laid over on one side, and sank near the Feistein lighthouse just off
Stavange?.
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Figure 6 The last known photograph of the Sunnfjord. Taken on Octobe?’2m83, just before it started on
its final journey"



Postscript z Orient Explorer

Even before the Sunnfjord sank, its sister ship, the MS Sognefjord, which the Sunnfjord had been
cannibalised in order to maintain, had been withdrafsom service in Norway. But, unlike its
sibling, the Sognefjord was to continue to have a long and interesting éareer
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Figure 71 a{ VYA f R éskudKsiSiex, redained\Drion

Its film career over, Orion served for a number of years as a ferry in the Gulf of Finland and the Baltic
Sea.

The final change of name appears to have occurred in 1997, when it was sold to a company based in
Rotterdam. Now called Orient Explorer, the craft is still in(@8@9)asa diving-support vessel

operating out of Thailanfalaysia It is still pavered by the original GE engiriestalled when it

was built in 194%.

Figure 8 Orient Explorer, formerly Orion, formerly MS Sognefjord, formerly HMS Kilham, formerly-8&€3&



Appendix z A Kildwick crew member

Whenwe published the firsissue of this article, at the end of 2011, the last thing we expected was
to be contacted by someone who had sailed onskeond HMS Kildwickn fact we receive@n
email from Cyril Dennis whas a teenageserved aboardhe vessetluring WWIL.

Since then we've prevailed upon Cyril to write his-ware memoirs; and his remarkable story can
now be found on our website.

What next z can you help ?

Do you have any information aboeither HMS Kildwick ? Do you know any more about any
connectionshbetween the shigand the village Do you have information about any of tesecond
HMS KildwicR éew ?

If so, please contact us by emailhistory@farnhill.co.uk Alternatively, why not come along to one
of our monthly meetingg, details on the website.
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