King George V Coronation Celebrations – 1911
Edward VII, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and of the
British Dominions beyond the Seas King, Defender of the Faith, Emperor of India, died on May 6th
1910 and was succeeded on the throne by his son, King George V.

Figure 1: A display of snowdrops in the grounds of Kildwick Hall, celebrating the reign of Edward VII and
accession of George V. Presumably planted in 1910 and photographed in 1911. ER 1901 / GR 1910

On May 10th 1910, Farnhill Parish Council held their regular monthly meeting in the Methodist
school-room, where they composed the following letter to the new king:
To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, Most Dread Sovereign,
The Chairman and Members of Farnhill Parish Council on behalf of all Inhabitants of the Parish of
Farnhill desire to convey to Your Majesty their profound sense of loss, which they, in common not
only with the whole British Empire, but with all those who throughout the World would desire to
see peace ensue have suffered by the death of our late Sovereign Lord, King Edward VII.
They assure Your Majesty in all humbleness and loyalty, of the sympathy they have with Your
Majesty, Your Revered Mother, the Queen Alexandra, and all your Royal House, and humbly
tender to Your Majesty their willing and unalterable fealty.
That God will vouchsafe to Your Majesty many years of life in which to reign over them, they Your
Majesty’s true and faithful subjects will ever pray.

As was the case for the coronation of Edward VII in 1901, so again for the coronation of George V, on
June 22nd 1911, it is clear that a bonfire was a major part of the celebrations. The Parish Council
have retained:


Hand-written minutes of the local “Coronation Celebrations Beacon Fire Committee”, dated
from the beginning of May to June 8th 1911, amounting to around 20 pages.



A printed leaflet, published by the government’s “Central Coronation Bonfires Committee”,
that describes the arrangements that should be put in place for the lighting of bonfires and
the letting-off of fireworks.

Local Committee Plans
Obtaining material for the bonfire
People seem to have been quite generous in donating material for the bonfire, in fact some offers
had to be declined by the committee:









Mr. R Wilson and Mr. O. Wilson promised to fire 10 gallons of paraffin.
A load of old wood was obtained from Royd House.
Two loads of firewood were purchased from Steeton Bottom Mill.
A disused canal boat, already broken up, was purchased.
All local coal merchants promised coal.
The local Gas Company supplied Gas Tar.
Sir George Lane-Fox, owner of the Farnhill Hall estate, allowed some trees to be cut down
from Farnhill Wood.
Railway sleepers were provided by the LMS railway company.

In addition, Mr. Whitaker of Holme Farm was thanked for the offer of a tree, which was declined.

The location of the bonfire
The bonfire was built on Farnhill Moor, near the Cairn, on the same site that was used for the 1897
Diamond Jubilee; the fireworks were let-off from slightly higher ground nearby. The committee
arranged for the way up to the Cairn to be made fit for the carting of material and also for the path
to be lit with Road Lamps on the night of Coronation itself. Mr Barritt did the carting and the lamps
were loaned by Mr. Barritt and Mr. Pickles.

Figure 2a: The bonfire being built on Farnhill Moor
This photograph is undated – we think it’s 1911, but it could be the 1935 Jubilee or the
1937 Coronation

Figure 2b: A long-distance view of the same bonfire (with thanks to Mike Scarffe)
Bonfire on the right, the pinnacle on the left.

Lighting the bonfire
In accordance with the recommendations of the government committee, which were affixed to the
local committee minutes, plans were put in place for Sir John Horsfall, Mr R. Wilson and Mr. O.
Wilson to set off a Signal Rocket at 9:55pm and a Star Rocket at 10pm. The latter to be followed by
the lighting of the bonfire.

Figure 3: Part of a page from the local committee minute book

The bonfire was lit by young girls from each of the local districts. The following girls were selected:



Mary Sarah Holgate – Kildwick
Nellie Wrathall – Farnhill (see photograph on the following page)







Eleanor Elizabeth Cowgill – Glusburn
Kathleen Standring – Cross Hills
H. Nelson – Junction
Frances Mary Clough – Sutton
Edna Overend – Sutton Mills

Seven lighters were purchased and tapers were provided by Mr. Barritt.

Figure 4: Nellie Wrathall (born 1899) with her younger brother. In 1911 the Wrathall family lived at Farnhill
Hall Farm

How much did it all cost ?
The reverse side of one of the minute pages includes a pencil-written list of the costs involved, as
follows:
Item
Fireworks
Canal boat
Wood from Steeton
Building the fire
Carting: from Steeton, Farnhill
Wood, Royd House [Cononley],
Canal Wharfe Kildwick
Road making
TOTAL

Cost
£8 15s 0d
£2
£1 3s 6d
£4 10s 0d

£2 1s 0d
8s 6d
£18 18s 0d

Other, less complete and less clear calculations, on the reverse of another sheet give a number of
different values for the total cost, including: £19 5s 6d, £19 18s 9d, and £21 5s 0d.
We can assume the actual cost was around £20 (around £2000 at 2014 prices).

Other celebrations
How the school celebrated
The Kildwick School log book for this period, completed by the headmaster Thomas Appleby, reveals
how the school celebrated the Coronation.
May 26th

12 boys and 12 girls have stayed behind each night [this week] to practice a drill to
be given at the Local Coronation Festivities on June 22nd.

June 2nd

Special practice of music for coronation this afternoon from 3:15pm to 3:45pm in
place of the usual singing lesson.

June 15th

In place of the usual History lesson this afternoon, the children of Stds II-V1 had a
special lesson on “The Coronation of the King”.
At 3:30pm, the above children left school to attend a combined practice of the
Coronation Songs at Sutton Council School.

June 16th

School closed today for One Week’s Holiday in honour of the Coronation. To reassemble Monday June 26th.
A flagstaff has been erected on the East wall of the school and a new flag (a Union
Jack) has been displayed. These have been presented to the school by the Crosshills
and District Coronation Committee.

June 21st

At 6:30pm the children were presented with Coronation mugs and boxes of
chocolate. The Vicar addressed the meeting and Mrs. Petty of Lingsted distributed
the gifts. The children sang two songs and the National Anthem, and gave a display
of drill.

June 22nd

Twenty-four of the scholars from this school, attired in fancy dress, gave two displays
of the British Empire Flag Drill at the Local Festivities.

June 26th

School re-opened today. No. present 102.

Coronation seats
We’ve not been able to discover much about the financing of the 1911 celebrations. However a
short piece in the Keighley News dated August 3rd 1912 indicates that a profit was made.
With the money left after the expenses of the Coronation festivities were defrayed, it has been
decided to erect seats about the villages of Kildwick and Farnhill. Three seats were finished
about a month ago – one opposite the church, one at High Farnhill, and the other on Farnhill
Moor. It has now been decided to erect another four at Priestbank Bottom, near Kildwick Hall, at
High Crag Top, and at Wyke Gate Bottom.
The same issue of the Keighley News included the photograph below, showing six old men on one of
the new seats.

Figure 5: OAPs on Kildwick Coronation Seat 1911. It is believed that this seat was the one placed at Kildwick
Corner, adjacent to the Smithy (now a private house, opposite the White Lion). In a separate article we have
put names to all of these gentlemen.

The Coronation Bonfires leaflet
The government’s four-page 1911 Coronation Bonfires leaflet is reproduced here, in full. At least it
helps us answer the question “How many MPs does it take to build a bonfire ?” Quite a few by the
looks of things.

Figure 6: Page 1 of the government Coronation Bonfires leaflet

Figure 7: Page 2 of the government Coronation Bonfires leaflet

Figure 8: Page 3 of the government Coronation Bonfires leaflet

Figure 9: Page 4 of the government Coronation Bonfires leaflet

What next – can you help ?
Do you have any further information or documents concerning of royal celebrations in Farnhill or
Kildwick that you would be willing to share ? The Farnhill and Kildwick Local History Group would
like to hear from anyone with their memories of the 1935 Silver Jubilee, the 1937 Coronation, the
1953 Coronation, or the 1977 Silver Jubilee. Please email history@farnhill.co.uk.
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