King George V Coronation Celebrations - 1911

Edward VI, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and of the
British Dominions beyond the Seas King, Defender of the Faith, Emperor of India, died on May 6"
1910 and was succeeded on the throne by his son, King George V.
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Figure 1: A display of snowdrops in the grounds of Kildwick Hall, celebrating the reign of Edward VIl and
accession of George V. Presumably planted in 1910 and photographed in 1911. ER 1901 / GR 1910

On May 10" 1910, Farnhill Parish Council held their regular monthly meeting in the Methodist
school-room, where they composed the following letter to the new king:

To the King’'s Most Excellent Majesty, Most Dre

The Chairman and &mbers of Farnhill Parish Council on behalf of all Inhabitants of the Péarish o
Farnhill desire to convey t@it Majesty their profound sense ofk, which they, in common not
only with the whole British Empire, but with all those who throughout the d\Weoluld desire to

see peace ensue hagafferedby the death of our late Sovereign Lord, King Edward VII.

They assure Your Majesty in all humbleraess$ loyalty, of the sympathy they have with Your
Majesty, Your Revered Mothé¢he Queen Alexandra, andl gour Royal Housend humbly
tender to Your Majesty their willing and unalterable fealty.

That God will vouchsafe to Your Majesty many years of life in which to reign over them, they Your
Majesty’s true and faithful subjects will ever



As was the case for the coronation of Edward VIl in 1901, so again for the coronation of George V, on
June 22" 1911, it is clear that a bonfire was a major part of the celebrations. The Parish Council
have retained:

f  Hand-written minutes of the local & / 2 N2 Y |ebrdtiéhyBeatoh Hire Committees, dated
from the beginning of May to June 8™ 1911, amounting to around 20 pages.
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that describes the arrangements that should be put in place for the lighting of bonfires and
the letting-off of fireworks.

Local Committee Plans

Obtaining material for the bonfire

People seem to have been quite generous in donating material for the bonfire, in fact some offers
had to be declined by the committee:

Mr. R Wilson and Mr. O. Wilson promised to fire 10 gallons of paraffin.
A load of old wood was obtained from Royd House.

Two loads of firewood were purchased from Steeton Bottom Mill.

A disused canal boat, already broken up, was purchased.

All local coal merchants promised coal.

The local Gas Company supplied Gas Tar.
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Sir George Lane-Fox, owner of the Farnhill Hall estate, allowed some trees to be cut down
from Farnhill Wood.
9 Railway sleepers were provided by the LMS railway company.

In addition, Mr. Whitaker of Holme Farm was thanked for the offer of a tree, which was declined.
The location of the bonfire

The bonfire was built on Farnhill Moor, near the Cairn, on the same site that was used for the 1897
Diamond Jubilee; the fireworks were let-off from slightly higher ground nearby. The committee
arranged for the way up to the Cairn to be made fit for the carting of material and also for the path
to be lit with Road Lamps on the night of Coronation itself. Mr Barritt did the carting and the lamps
were loaned by Mr. Barritt and Mr. Pickles.
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Figure 2: The bonfire being built on Farnhill Moor
This photograph isundated ¢ ¢ S (i K A y{1} but/it do@dibe the1935 Jubilee or the
1937 Coronation



Lighting the bonfire

In accordance with the recommendations of the government committee, which were affixed to the
local committee minutes, plans were put in place for Sir John Horsfall, Mr R. Wilson and Mr. O.
Wilson to set off a Signal Rocket at 9:55pm and a Star Rocket at 10pm. The latter to be followed by
the lighting of the bonfire.
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Figure 3: Part of a page from the local committee minute book
The bonfire was lit by young girls from each of the local districts. The following girls were selected:

Mary Sarah Holgate ¢ Kildwick

Nellie Wrathall ¢ Farnhill (see photograph on the following page)
Eleanor Elizabeth Cowgill ¢ Glusburn

Kathleen Standring ¢ Cross Hills

H. Nelson ¢ Junction

Frances Mary Clough ¢ Sutton

Edna Overend ¢ Sutton Mills
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Seven lighters were purchased and tapers were provided by Mr. Barritt.



Figure 4: Nellie Wrathall (born 1899) with her younger brother. In 1911 the Wrathall family lived at Farnhill
Hall Farm

How much did it all cost ?

The reverse side of one of the minute pages includes a pencil-written list of the costs involved, as

follows:
Item Cost
Fireworks £8 15s 0d
Canal boat £2
Wood from Steeton £13s6d
Building the fire £4 10s 0d

Carting: from Steeton, Farnhill
Wood, Royd House [Cononley],
Canal Wharfe Kildwick £2 1s 0d

Road making 8s 6d
TOTAL £18 18s0d



Other, less complete and less clear calculations, on the reverse of another sheet give a number of
different values for the total cost, including: £19 5s 6d, £19 18s 9d, and £21 5s Od.

We can assume the actual cost was around £20 (around £2000 at 2014 prices).

Other celebrations

How the school celebrated

The Kildwick School log book for this period, completed by the headmaster Thomas Appleby, reveals
how the school celebrated the Coronation.

May 26" 12 boys and 12 girls have stayed behind each night [this week] to practice a drill to
be given at the Local Coronation Festivities on Juffe 22

June ¥  Special practice of music for coronation this afternoon from 3:15pm to 3:45pm in
place @ the usual singing lesson.

June 18 In place of the usual History lesson this afternoon, the children of Stiish#d a
speci al TheCeorsnatioo o nt e Ki ng” .
At 3:30pm, the above children left school to attend a combined practice of the
Coronation Songs at Sutton Council School.

June18 School closed today for One Week- s Holida
assemble Monday June26
A flagstaff has been erected on the East wall of the school and a new flag (a Union
Jack) has beedisplayed. These have been presented to the school by the Crosshills
and District Coronation Committee.

June 21 At 6:30pm the children were presented with Coronation mugs and boxes of
chocolate. The Vicar addressed the meetingrsl Petty of Lingsd distributed
the gifts. The children sang two songs and the National Anthem, and gave a display
of drill.

June 2% Twentyfour of the scholars from this school, attired in fancy dress, gave two displays
of the British Empire Flag Drill at the Localtiies.

June 28  School reopened today. No. present 102.



Coronation seats
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short piece in the Keighley News dated August 3™ 1912 indicates that a profit was made.

With the money left after the expenses of the Coronation festivities were defrayed, it has been
decided to erect seats about the villages of Kildwick and Farnhill. Threeveeafmished

about a month age-one @posite the church, one at High Farnhill, and the other on Farnhill
Moor. It has now been decided to erect another four at Priestbank Bottom, near Kildwick Hall, at
High Crag Top, and at Wyke Gate Bottom.

The same issue of the Keighley News included the photograph below, showing six old men on one of
the new seats.
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Figure 5: OAPs on Kildwick Coronation Seat 1911. It is believed that this seat was the one placed at Kildwick
Corner, adjacent to the Smithy (now a private house, opposite the White Lion). In a separate article we have
put names to all of these gentlemen.



The Coronation Bonfires leaflet

¢ KS 32 & Sfoldfp¥egs 4911 Oodonation Bonfires leaflet is reproduced here, in full. At least it
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looks of things.

You are asked to kindly put this in the
hands of any whom you think are likely
to be organising a Bonfire on June 22nd.
It is possible that Parish Councils in your
area may care to kanow of the proposal.

THE CORONATION
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(King George V., 1911.)

BONFIRES

CENTRAL COMMITTEE :

VISCOUNT MORPETH, M.Y., Chairmau.

The Right-hon, The .\']'i-ulw\‘ ‘

J. 8 Adunsworth, Esq, M P,
L., Arthur, Bsy.
Joseeling Bugot, Tsiy,, MP,
Siv William 11, Bailey, M.I
Chas. B, Buker, Esq.
Lord Balearres, M. P,
= Baldwin, Esq., M.P,
sir John N. Barran, M.P,
C. Buthurst, Esq., M.P.
Major Maorrison Bell, MUP,
Col, A, G, Poseawen, M.P.
J. Bowen-Jones, Esq.,
Chuirman Salop C.C.
Leotmd Brassey, Bsq, M.P.
Sie John Brige, MLOP.
Chirles R. Burn, Esq,, M.P.
F. H. Caddell, Esq,
Col. E. H, Carlile, M.P.
F. Cassell, Esq, K.C., M.P.
H, & Cautley, Eaq, M.P,
R, €, Chanee, BEng.
Sir Williun Chapee
Capt, P, A, Clive, M.P.
M W Colehestor-Wenyss, 1si,
Chinirwan Glowesstershive C.C,
R. A, Cooper, Esy, M,
Norman Corsendiden, Bay,
Rehon. Barl of Coventry
Normnn Ceaig, Reg, MLP
Col. R. Sharman Crawford
Charles Cropper, Esq.
Husiings Puncan, B
Sir 1. Re Paivfax-Luey,
Lord Farrer

Jamea Farrer; Baq,
Rie W, H. Browne flnllkes. Bart.,
Chairisan Norfolk C.C.
Val Tleming, Esq, M.P.
Lieut.-Col. . Ford
Sie H. George Fordliaw,
Chairman Cambridgeshive C.C.

e G, Lane Fox, Esq, MLP

Mujor Houghton Gastrell, M. Py

ftt.-lon, T, F, Halsey,
Clindfmnn Herts C.C
Sir Reginalil Hardy, Dart.

Lowis Haslam, Esq. M.P.

Col. Haworth

Yol T. E. Hickman, C.B,
ALP,

H. Staveley Hill, Esq., MLP,

S. Hill- Wood, Esq.. M.

Rt.-Hon. Sir A. Acland Hood, I3t

ALY, il

H. Hornizold, Esq,

H. €. Howard,

Chai
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trman Cumberland C.C.
R. Hunt, Esq., M.P.

Sir Robere Hunter

Rev, W, Fanl Hatehinson
T. H, W. Ediis,
W. P, James, 14

Cliairman Monmautl C.C)
K. Peyee Jones. Ea, M.P.
Sir Georee Kenp, M.
A';Illi\") ]‘. i.l\l»‘]".\" l:!ll.
Hou, M. L. W, Lawson, M. P,
tev, T, A. Leotinud
Ml lion Walter Done, MLP
Nivht-hot the Eol of Lonsdale
Sir Franvis W, Towe, M P,
Hon, J. C. Lyttelton, M.P.
e, I Go Mapies
Cal. Hon, H. Magwell
(3. H. Milward, Es).
H. T, Milward, Eu.
Col, James M, ACalmont, M, P,
F. W. 8. Me.Laren, Esq., M. P.
Tonman Muosley, sy,

Clisirman Bucks C.0,

B,

Figure 6: Page 1 of the government Coronation Bonfires leaflet

w.

Mujor . Neve

H. K. Newton, Esq., M. P.
Wi, O'Neill, Eeq,

. Dennis O Rarke, Fsi,

How. W G, A Ode-Powlett, M. P.
Almerie H, Phager, Esq., M.P.
Jalin Pinkerton, Es

G. H. Radford, Esq,, M.P,

. Crnnon Rawnsiey

W. E. Rawnsley, Esy.

W. H. Rownsley, Esq,
Hon, Walter F. Rice, NP,
J. Alfved Roe, Bsq.

Sir . 1. Rose, M.P.
AW, Ru ‘_-‘!
ROAS 35 MLP.

Laneslot Sanderson, Eiq . K.C,MLP.
Right-lon, Lt.-Col. Seeley, MLP.
Mijare M. Archer Shee, D,S.0,, M. P.
Jozeph Suwnll, Esq.

Jeville Stanier, ]'1\:,, M.P,

Major the Hon. G, F, Stunley, M.P,
Jolin It Stackey, Evg, MP

8 Tuglar, Fsq

Lard Tenmyson

Chns P, Trevelvan, Esy., M.P.

Visconnt Valentia, M, P,

dotir Weston, IJsl:.

Jo Ho Whitchouse, Eep, M.P.

Capte B Crawsling Willinuus, MLP.

Cal. 1 Wilhiams, M_P.

J.W. Willis-Dand, Bsq.,
Clinirmnn Woreestershive C.C.

JOW. Wilson, Esq, M.P.

The “l-ll-m.“«'ux;,'v:\\':nl“n.l 1y M.P.

Rov, G. R. Wynn

Col, . E. Yate, AP,
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The Central Coronation Bonfires Committee.

Cuarguay .. VISCOUNT MORPETH, M.P.
W. R. CAMPION, Esq, JLP F. W. S McLAREN, Eso, M.P.
Hox. H, M. CADELL, Esq. G, H. MILWARD, Esq.
CoSeenervantes, | J. M. MCALMONT, Esy, M.P. CANON RAWNSLEY,
l'l'. H. W. IDRIS, Esq

Dran Sti,—At 0 wmeeting of Members nnd friends of the movemont, convened unofficinlly in the House
of Commons on Mareh 21st, n Centenl Connnittee was formed of which Lord Morpeth was elected Cliad rman,
to enlist the sympathics of the Counties nnd Doroughs of Great Britain and Irelind and the Colonies in n
Tonfive Scheme in honour of the Coronation of King George V., onJune 22nd, 1811, The following resolu-
ti”lli were Pllh&(,‘d —_

Genzral Ni, L—That n General Cammittes be nppointed, with power to ndd to their nummber ; the

Committee  gentlomen abiovo nawed to act ns Honorary Co-Secretaries,

[ = No, 2—Thnt n civeular be sent to the Lords Lieutenaut, Chairtaen of County Courigils, the
Hour of Lord Muyors and Mavors, Lord Provests, Provosts, and Convenoers of Counties, inviting
Lighting thew to urge, through their respective bodies nnd the Joeul press or otherwise, that their
Counties nnd Bovoughs shonld eo-operate, by forming Ronfire Committecs to fall in with the
plan sugaested of fiving their honfires stwultaneonsly at 10 o'clock, Greenwich time, o Corountion day. Noith
of the Border the hour to he 10-50 pae, owing to the long Tight in the north,

It was pointed out that the honfires, if properly constructed, would last well on towards midnight, and
that the distance; especivlly to monntain heights, wade 10 o'clock an tour quite late envagh for the convenience
of spretutors, south of the Dorder.

Signal The Comuitles ll't.un:ml:w] t.lm_t for Eug?fnd, Towland, ux‘zd Wales, a detonating rocket slufuld
5 bo sent from any principal leight ut 935 to enll attention ; that at 10 o'clock 4 magn esiun

Rockets star tocket should be fived, to e followed Dy other vockets, the bonfives he lighted, and the
Nationn] Authem sung.  Where possille, the hills shiould be specinlly illuminated at the same time with red,
white, and blne coloured fives, in ting of 3lhs, each for all the more important heights,  For Scotland, the same
arrapgements nt 10-23 to 10-50. At 11 o'clock, when all bonfires will be alight, it is hoped that a bouguet of
rockets will be sent up and the National Anthem be ngain sung.  Rockets will prolably be sent up at intervals
till 11 o'clock 3 but this must be left to the diseretion of local committees,

The Comwittee wish to caution the public asainst standing too near to leeward of
A Caution  the Lonfirg mass st the thne of lHahting i it has heon siturated with paratfin i the flone
Bino boen koawn to fly ont as much «a 150 feor, and the Committeo are very anxious that
o neeident should wine the Caranation ui;:l.r
Spovinl arrangements have been wnds with Mezsrz Tames Pain & Son, by Royal Warrans
Pyrotechnists to His Majesty the King, Miteliam, Surrey (Tel address, ** Pain, Mitclham "),
Fireworks  who olfer to supply all Bontive Committaes, baaa file manhers of our National Bonfive Unien,
at o discount of 25 per cent. on all thew rockets and eolonved fires, and a further 15 per
vend, reducliva i i oiders are—et to them on or hefore June= Tat; alsan 15 frevvent, on -
flambiennx The arder from cach Bounfire Committee who wish to ensure this reduction in price, must le
accompanied by a card of introduetion from our Central Committee.  All who intend to join in the Bonfire
Schiewe, nnd wish for introduction to Mezsrs Pain, wre asked to communicate ns follows :—London, Middlesex,
Kent, Surrey, Sussey, Hants, Wilts, Dorset, Somerset, Devon, Cornwall, Tsle of Wight, and Channel Islands
with W, R. Campion, Esq., M.P., House of Commons, Londor, S.W. o Monmeouth, Gloucester, Oxford, Derks,

Bucks, Herts, Essex, Suflolk, Cumbridge, Bedford, Northampton, Hunts, Warwick, Worcester, Hereford, Salop,
Stafford, Leicezter, Rutland, Norfolk, Notts, with €. H. Milward, Esq, 40, Buckinzbun Palace Mansions,

o, Londan, 8, W. Choeshire, Yarks, Luneashire, Westmorland, Canberlund, Duarlam, Northumberlund, and Tsle
of Man, with Kev, Cinon Rawnsiey, Crosthwilie Viearage, Keswick, Scotland, with H. M Cadell, Eiti‘,
Geange,  Linlithzow, N.B. - Trelaud, with Col. Jomes M. M'Calmont, House of Conimons. Wales, with
T, H. W. Idris Esq, 120, Pratt Street, Camden Town, London, NoW. The following also huve Kindiy offered
to assist :—For Derhyshire, Robt, W. Greousmitl, Esq,, Daibury Lees, Derby ; for the Weald of Kent, Major
Herbert Neve, Pallineton, Benenden, Cranbrook 3 for North Pembrokeshire, Charles ¥, Daker, Esq,, 54,
Parlinwent Stecet, Westminster, 5.W.; for Lincolushive, Fo W, 5. Me Luren, Er-r]., M.P., House of Commonc.
Westminster 3 West Riding of Yorkshire, Siv Joln Barran, M.F.; Devonshire, Major E. W. Morrison Bell =
M.P.; Argyllshive, Jolin Afnsworth, Hsg, LT
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Figure 7: Page 2 of the government Coronation Bonfires leaflet



The fellowing hints s to the eonstroction of Lonfres may be useful - By ionen as shiown
‘m"':‘ that the takiy n( mllway sleopers, tar, wonl, unod ollwr.{uvuhl- to the l;;“ of the gewitor
of -ion bofghts for foel is vory cnstly, anl that faree, whin bashes, thorns nnd faggots make n bei

Bonflres o) o but burn out ton iuiekly, (aid im dimppainting, 1t b suggeted thit, wherevee
leave of the owner, pmts shoald bo g ut the nemrest paint 5 the susmmit, Those, if cat thin and ot s to
dey without lows of time, Iy arilinany westhar, slould e reaily for fuel by the 220 Jane, ot be sledged
nr by a biorse und genr & duy or twa Imfar the baililing of 1he banfim without muech ooty and B bullt with good
Aly pisssages ut tho base comnusieating with . esntral ehitanoy und satarated with a Iy of araflin or
otroleun v orvosote (w0 wateran speinddur or foug handiod ladln), will basn with & steady fiee for these or
hoars.  The diximetar of the bess mast, of coree, be dutermined by the nwount of poat ready to baud, 1t
hins Loons famud with o tharmetur of 12 fore and u lnight of 10 fant 2 vary conssdorable body of few is oltuineile,
The only caution seedml is, that the frmts shoall not be bailt wolid, but like open beloliwark with {ntertiors
0 allow nir pwwsge. 12 docasionial layees of deied berdlieatthugs or fagaats can be interpiwed £0 give Hzlitnoss
to the muss, 80 such the better,  Light o4 the tap, and foowr tnik 10 time tuke oot the botrows fluay witl
& lurel polu to keep the alrways elonr. T cost of two honfiess thus constrocted on Skiddaw wis £20,
To ensury the sueows of ordinitey Lontires, all that fs Necessary Is 10 koep a good sir driaght throogh tle

contee of the pile ; 1o rifevt this, ot whiort vietics! I SRR wl 1o v
which sy he 10 foat 0 30 fort Wbl with wiich m.MItm iy !,lm‘ .h" . "I-"“l:a:l‘:,k‘i:l::mmb

o whnel.  The hanfirn materinle suay bo gdel oo he shaly B b wvoreafonnaton 4]y
—— e AOf” In VRN, fall lmfv-m.:tﬂi'uu; &’5: m‘&{ vﬁ‘!g‘i’mﬂ in w pamphivt in vers, :A
Bonfive Ballad for Bay Scouts, price 20, pabdisisd st the Ioy Sooutn' Soottish Hnadigwarters, 1, Soatl Clinrlotto
Street, Bdinburgh.
Oz the weal tnpecessiiils hrights it |ins heeg wazgested that, instead of a boative, what & kiown
Alternative ne 1 “Flurn * goulil b wrvivegnd for. T Hare Jight o Conivton 0L Man ot the Dinssal
Light = Jabiles way a Sreut soccess: iz aimn gt ko » sear, My o, M, MMurtrie, 212, Wost Regout
Bteeet, Glancge, will sappls on lile W Laeal Lovaps {weishing abiout ) owe.), ftted for onp, i,
or thivs farss fronw 300000 to 20,000 candln powet, 8t nooeet of LT per [lgiit, plus enrriags oneh wiy.
Tliese flares will burw 1o hoses,  For fafler purtivulark e (o sinonnt of ol and swater needed, wddeess Mr,
M Murtrin, as whove - B < BN
Coloured lights, i wod an st the Diamond Juliilee, op any chawndi, wathoideal, enil tawn Lull bawors, shoulil
Ty it i ooty Tnrcketa, o provent a1l posalitity of #ow © ¥o barasd, ety s wsured,  NOD o When"uend oy
mountaln tops, barn thew a ditthe hnlaw the o miz, :
The Commiccee nre extremuly anxionse thiae it slioshil be kiiown that thae do o undertakn 10 sdvie ae to

the wist of vockets, paralin, oe bl matorial - noe have tl:! any pential funid from whiel to- sehidiae loenl

s beriptions o eost of Dwriliong,

W aiinll o veer glad 16 T 1 wirky e pnsdlile of any Baulies Commbtton I suor Quanty ar Dorus
wha inteni o foiu ws in weder tiest an oficiinl soound wory (8 ket Mot tors woull e sinsplifind I wnoie sie
would act as loenl seeételn his County ar oy

Wi alneernly e that the Boy Sooute saay lewl a lismil, not only Ly colleting material for the Bonfires,
but, Whett Wullt, 1o previent ndechievaas Siclig The suggrstion uppuw:i‘ by Heodguartees, anid Jus
boon inserted in  their offieinl geartte. Wp sipprsl that Tatslowners and faruees, instourd] of sllowing
e wiekon to harn Sullon woml, tion andd Teddge clipplogs, showld Kowp thow for use ou Cormmalivn day,

sl will e fucilitate the Lerping of w recont if artesmsiinte whesssd n the sitos of Boafiees Wil
wite the County fu which the Boadire s situate,
W liavn the boniar (o resain, yoar very aithfully,

W. [ CAMPION,
.M. CADELL
R O

. Ho W, TDRIS, - ’
F. W, & McLAREN,| CoSeeetarie,
O 1 MILWARD,

H. I RAWNSLEY,

Nore  The question of senidleg sp toshets ut fotesvnte of awe, fve, fifteon, ar thirty winutes, or one hoar #iter
lighting the Donfiron, nowst be Tt 10wt Jonl Committon 0 decide arcording to tho fusds st thelr
disposal 5 the piore contingoas the ispliy the hetser,

e e

Figure 8: Page 3 of the government Coronation Bonfires leaflet



DIAGRAMS OF PEAT BONFIRE.
2
Section, shewing central flue, with upright
larch poles, tied at top with strong wire,
to prevent peats, &c., falling in.

1
Ground Plan,
shewing air passages to central flue,

N\

o A
A /
’
‘w\&\\ (L% ¢ _—
A
{ 3
Shewing air passages at base
[ to central flue, and layers of
\ larch hranches at intervals he-
tweenn the peats to give air to
the mass,
Shewing method of building up
the peats with air spaces,
e ——— — =
I

Figure 9: Page 4 of the government Coronation Bonfires leaflet



What next - can you help ?

Do you have any further information or documents concerning of royal celebrations in Farnhill or
Kildwick that you would be willing to share ? The Farnhill and Kildwick Local History Group would
like to hear from anyone with their memories of the 1935 Silver Jubilee, the 1937 Coronation, the
1953 Coronation, or the 1977 Silver Jubilee. Please email history@farnhill.co.uk.
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